
Manufacturing Public Policy 
Monthly Slide Deck

Prepared by
Inside the Beltway Solutions, LLC 

January 30, 2026



About Inside Beltway
• Washington-D.C.-based non-partisan lobbying, strategic consulting, 

and industry research firm
• Assist clients to navigate the complexity of public policy to help make 

informed decisions
• Represent clients before the White House, federal departments and 

agencies, the U.S. Congress, and other government and industry 
organizations

Key Services
• Lobbying and Public Policy Advocacy
• Strategic Planning
• Industry Research Inside Beltway cannot provide legal or financial advice



February 2026 Monthly Content
U.S. Congress
119th U.S. Congress (2025-2026)
Congressional Funding Progressing
Manufacturing Extension Partnership Funding
FY26 Workforce Education Funding Levels

Regulatory Update
IRS Starts 2026 Filing Season
IRS FAQ on Refunds
Guidance on 1st Year Depreciation Deduction
FAQs on Qualified Overtime Compensation
OSHA HazCom Standard Compliance Extended
OSHA 300A Postings; E-Filings Due
DoL WHD Compliance Tools
DoL-Education Dept State Plan Guidance
Apprenticeship Week – April 26-May 2
Mfg Apprenticeship Incentive Fund Portal
EEOC to Require Approval for Litigation
EEOC Rescinds 2024 Harassment Guidance
EPA No Not Assigning Monetary Value to Rules
EPA Weakens Gas Turbine Nox Standards
EPA May Reverse Good Neighbor Plans
CA Climate Disclosure Laws Update 

Regulatory Update (con’t.)
Energy Dept. Office Restructuring
$155m from Energy Dept. for Nat'l Labs

Trade and Tariff Actions
CBP Launches Forced Labor Portal
CBP Shifts to Electronic Refunds
232 Action on Semiconductors, Critical Minerals
Trade Deal with Taiwan Signed
EU-India Reach Free Trade Agreement
Tariff Threat on Oil Sales to Cuba
Tariff Threat on Canadian Aircraft
Treasury Finds No Currency Manipulation
Fastener Co. Sues over CBP 232 Steel Valuations
No U.S. Supreme Court Decision on IEEPA
Supply Lines and Industry Data
U.S. Tariff Revenue $28b in December
Global Copper Demand
Swiss Exports to U.S. Set Record
15% of EU EVs Made in China
Electricity Usage Increase
Dollar at Lowest Level Since 2021



119th U.S. Congress
(2025-2026)



Congressional Funding Progressing
• As of 01/30/26 08:00 hrs, 6 of 12 signed into law
• Passed: Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy & 

Water; Agriculture; Interior (EPA); Military 
Construction & Veterans Affairs; Legislative Branch

• Pending: Defense; Labor-HHS; Financial Services; 
Homeland Security; State; Transportation-HUD; 

• White House, Senate Democrats deal to extend 
DHS funding for two weeks; pass other bills



Manufacturing Extension Partnership Funding
• MEPs funded through Department of Commerce
• Congress restored full funding to $175 million
• Law includes language requiring the MEP program 

to maintain an MEP Center in all 50 states and PR
• Trump administration proposed zero MEP funding
• Administration in April initially ended contracts 

with 10 states, then reversed and restored
• Ohio MEPs still not operating due to audit



FY26 Workforce Education Funding Levels

• Perkins CTE: $1.45 billion 
- $50m increase based on House proposal

• WIOA Adult: $886 million
• WIOA Youth: $948 million
• WIOA Dislocated Worker: $1.4 billion
• Registered Apprenticeship: $285 million
• Perkins State Grant: $1.4 billion



Regulatory Update and
Administrative Actions



IRS Starts 2026 Filing Season

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom
/irs-opens-2026-filing-season 
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IRS FAQ on Refunds

https://www.irs.gov/pub/taxpros/fs-2026-02.pdf 
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Guidance on 1st Year Depreciation Deduction
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OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
Compliance Extended
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OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 
Compliance Extended

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/15/2026-00653/hazard-communication-standard 

• Manufacturers, importers, and distributors, evaluating substances – From 
Jan. 19, 2026 to May 19, 2026

• Workplace labeling, update hazard communication program & employee 
training for substances – From July 20, 2026 to November 20, 2026

• Chemical manufacturers, importers, and distributors evaluating mixtures – 
From July 19, 2027 to November 19, 2027

• Workplace labeling, update hazard communication program & employee 
training for mixtures – From January 19, 2028 to May 19, 2028

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/15/2026-00653/hazard-communication-standard
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OSHA 300A Postings; E-Filings Due

• February 1: Employers must post 300A summary of injuries 
and illnesses recorded in 2025 at workplace until April 30

• March 2: Deadline for covered employers to submit 2025 
injury and illness data through Injury Tracking Application

https://www.osha.gov/injuryreporting 
As of Jan. 2, 2026 

https://www.osha.gov/injuryreporting


DoL WHD Compliance Tools

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20260126 As of Jan. 26, 2026 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20260126


DoL-Education Dept State Plan Guidance

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20260126 As of Jan. 26, 2026 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20260126


Apprenticeship Week – April 26-May 2

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128-0 

Find a National Apprenticeship Week 2026 event near you and learn how to participate.

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128-0
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/national-apprenticeship-week


Mfg Apprenticeship Incentive Fund Portal

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128 

Connect to the American Manufacturing Incentive Fund application portal 

As of Jan. 28, 2026 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20260128
https://arkansasofficeofskillsdevelopmentaamiprogram.submittable.com/submit


EEOC to Require Approval for Litigation

https://www.eeoc.gov/newsroom/eeoc-commission-adopts-resolution-require-commission-approval-almost-all-litigation 

As of Jan. 23, 2026 
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EEOC Rescinds 2024 Harassment Guidance

https://www.eeoc.gov/newsroom/eeoc-commission-votes-rescind-2024-harassment-guidance 

As of Jan. 23, 2026 

Disagreement with gender identity interpretations (bathroom 
access, pronouns, dress preferences)

Background on 2024 Guidance: Consolidated prior harassment 
guidance addressing race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information and included EEOC's position on 
LGBTQ discrimination following.

Legal Status: Federal anti-harassment laws and Supreme Court 
precedent remain in effect. State and local harassment laws 
unaffected. 2024 guidance was non-binding, rescission does not 
change underlying law.
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EPA No Not Assigning Monetary Value to Rules

https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/stationary-gas-and-combustion-turbines-new-source-performance 

As of Jan. 15, 2026 

• EPA will no longer assign monetary value to health 
benefits from reducing PM2.5 (fine particulate matter) 
and ozone when setting air pollution regulations

• EPA previously estimated that for every $1 spent 
reducing PM2.5, there could be $77 in health benefits

• Agency will continue to quantify emissions but not 
monetize health impacts

• Cost-benefit analyses will now focus primarily on 
industry compliance costs
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EPA Weakens Gas Turbine Nox Standards  

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/correct_fact-sheet-nsps-stationary-combustion-turbines.pdf 

As of Jan. 9, 2026 
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EPA Weakens Gas Turbine Nox Standards  

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-01/correct_fact-sheet-nsps-stationary-combustion-turbines.pdf 

As of Jan. 9, 2026 

• Manufacturing facilities with gas turbines may face less 
stringent NOx controls

• Some gas plants have weaker limits than 2006 standards

• Special carve-out allows temporary gas turbines (used at 
data centers) to emit more NOx than other sources

• EPA will no longer monetize health benefits from reducing 
NOx and other pollutants in cost-benefit analyses
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EPA May Reverse Good Neighbor Plans

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-advances-cooperative-federalism-improve-air-quality-taking-important-step 

As of Jan. 28, 2026 
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CA Climate Disclosure Laws Update
• SB 253 (GHG Emissions Reporting)

• Applies to companies >$1B revenue doing business in CA
• CARB proposed implementing regulations (Dec. 2025)
• Public comments due Feb. 9, 2026; hearing Feb. 26, 2026
• Scope 1 & 2 reporting begins 2026; Scope 3 phased in
• No court injunction—rulemaking moving forward

• SB 261 (Climate Financial Risk Disclosure)
• Applies to companies >$500M revenue doing business in CA
• CARB issued proposed regulations (Dec. 2025)
• Enforcement stayed pending Ninth Circuit litigation
• Rulemaking continues; compliance timing uncertain



Energy Dept. Office Restructuring

https://www.energy.gov/cmei/articles/energy-department-announces-realignment-critical-minerals-and-energy-innovation 

As of Jan. 28, 2026 

Dissolved
Grid Deployment Office; Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations; 
Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chains - MERGED with Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy

New Structure Under CMEI
Office of Critical Minerals, Materials, and Manufacturing
Office of Energy Technology 
Office of Innovation, Affordability, and Consumer Choice
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$155m from Energy Dept. for Nat’l Labs

https://www.energy.gov/eere/ito/ito-fy25-fy27-lab-call-selections 

As of Jan. 22, 2026 
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Statements, Actions on 
Tariffs and Trade



CBP Launches Forced Labor Portal

https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/USDHSCBP-4057450?wgt_ref=USDHSCBP_WIDGET_2 
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CBP Shifts to Electronic Refunds

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/02/2025-24171/electronic-refunds 
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CBP Shifts to Electronic Refunds

https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/ach_refund_one-pager_12312025_508c.pdf 
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232 Action on Semiconductors

https://www.white
house.gov/preside
ntial-
actions/2026/01/a
djusting-imports-
of-semiconductors-
semiconductor-
manufacturing-
equipment-and-
their-derivative-
products-into-the-
united-states/ 
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232 Action on Semiconductors

CSMS # 67400472 -
GUIDANCE: Section 232 
Import Duties on 
Semiconductors and their 
Derivative Products
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232 Action on Critical Minerals

https://www.white
house.gov/preside
ntial-
actions/2026/01/a
djusting-imports-
of-processed-
critical-minerals-
and-their-
derivative-
products-into-the-
united-states/ 
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Trade Deal with Taiwan Signed

https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-
restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership

https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership
https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership


Trade Deal with Taiwan Signed

https://www.commerce.gov/news/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-
restoring-american-semiconductor-manufacturing-leadership

Establishes a predictable tariff framework tied to U.S.–Taiwan 
semiconductor and technology investment commitments.

– Reciprocal tariffs on Taiwanese goods capped at 15%
– Section 232 tariffs capped at 15% for covered Taiwanese auto parts and 

timber/lumber products.
– Zero tariffs for specified products, including generic pharmaceuticals and 

ingredients, aircraft components, and unavailable natural resources.
– Targeted semiconductor incentives:

• Duty-free imports up to 2.5× planned production capacity during U.S. fab construction.
• Duty-free imports up to 1.5× production capacity after facilities begin operations.

– Tariff structure designed to lower buildout costs, accelerate U.S. chip capacity, 
and reinforce supply-chain security.
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EU-India Reach Free Trade Agreement

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/trade/eu-india-trade-agreement_en 

• Negotiations began in 2007, suspended in 2013, relaunched in 2022, 
concluded January 2026; may take effect by end of 2026

• Creates free trade zone covering 2 billion people, $27T in market size
• India to reduce or eliminate tariffs on 96.6% of EU exports
• EU to reduce tariffs in phases covering nearly 99% of India's shipments 
• Zero duty on Indian textiles, apparel, leather, footwear, chemicals, 

plastics, sports goods, toys, gems, and jewelry (currently at 4-26%) 
• India auto tariffs on EU gradually reduced from 110% to 10% with 

quota of 250,000 vehicles/year 
• EU tariffs on machinery (up to 44%), chemicals (up to 22%), and 

pharmaceuticals (up to 11%) to be eliminated
As of Jan. 27, 2026 
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Tariff Threat on Oil Sales to Cuba

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/01/addressing-threats-to-
the-united-states-by-the-government-of-cuba/ 

As of Jan. 29, 2026 
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Tariff Threat on Canadian Aircraft



Treasury Finds No Currency Manipulation

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0373 
As of Jan. 29, 2026 
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Fastener Co. Sues over CBP 232 Steel Valuations

• Case filed January 27, 2026 at Court of Int’l Trade
• Express Fasteners, Ltd vs. United States (CBP)
• Express Fasteners is challenging CBP's approach to 

calculating Section 232 tariffs on steel and 
aluminum content in imported goods, specifically 
arguing that CBP failed to follow proper legal 
procedures over how to value steel content



No U.S. Supreme Court Decision on IEEPA

• Nov. 5 hearing on reciprocal tariff legality

• No official timeline to release ruling

• Next official Court opinion day February 20

• President Trump State of the Union February 24

• Will Justices issue decision 4 days ahead of SOTU?



Supply Chains and Data Points



U.S. Tariff Revenue $28b in December



Global Copper Demand



Swiss Exports to U.S. Set Record



15% of EU EVs Made in China



Electricity Usage Increase



Dollar at Lowest Level Since 2021
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